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What's new?

We're glad you asked! When next
you find yourself needing a
unique collar, leash or a puzzle
toy for your pet, come see us! We
have expanded to carry a wide
range of unique items: locally
made collars, ID tags, earrings for
pet lovers and more; West Paw
and Kong puzzle toys; Ruffwear
collars, harnesses and leashes
(that can be worn on the waist if
you want); the Balance harness;
treats for cats and dogs; healthy
chews to keep your dog's teeth
clean and more.

January is Train Your Dog Month!
We will be offering a day of free
presentations on various topics
Saturday, January 25th. Contact

us at 575-388-4101 for
continued on page 2

LIVING WITH DOGS

The 5 Pillars of Successful Dog-Dog Greetings
1. Ask first, greet later. Always ask [ R—

the guardian’s permission before you | - ’
let your dog meet another dog. The A~

other dog might be shy, fearful, leash
reactive, or—who knows?—in training
to learn better greeting manners. This
goes doubly for dogs in off-leash areas:
If the other dog is on leash, there’s
probably a reason. Call your dog to
your side and clip on the leash until
you are well past the other person.

2. No pulling to say hi. Your chances

of a successful greeting increase if your dog doesn’t come on too strong.
Even between dogs it’s not considered polite to rush up and put your nose
into someone else’s face. Insist on loose-leash walking on the approach. If
your dog strains at the leash, change direction for a few steps and then try
approaching the other dog again.

3. Relax. If you feel anxious about the greeting, your dog may pick up on
it and react with over-excitement or fear. Take a deep breath, put on your
best happy voice, and keep the leash nice and loose—a taut leash can add
unintended tension.

4. Keep’em short and sweet. Even if two dogs are getting along famously, it’s
a good idea to cheerfully encourage your dog to walk away with you after
5-10 seconds. Why? If a fight is going to happen on leash, duration is almost
always a component because leashed dogs don’t have the option of increasing
social distance when uncomfortable.

5. Don't force it. If your dog doesn’t seem interested in saying hello, don’t
insist. Not all dogs enjoy the company of other dogs, and many dogs feel less
comfortable saying hello while on leash. That’s okay, too.




DID YOU KNOW?

A Genius For Survival

Is one-of-a-kind diversity a
contradiction in terms? No, that’s
just dogs for you. Canis familiaris
is the only species on the planet
that contains the extreme variety of
the Great Dane and the Chihuahua,
the Dachshund and the Rottweiler,
the Yorkshire Terrier and the
Bernese Mountain Dog. There are,
give or take a few, four hundred
breeds within this one species. We
dog lovers like to think we know
why this has happened. It’s the
dog-human thing. The special bond, the partnership that has had people and
pooches sharing campfires for at least 15,000 years. (Possibly much longer: A
study by evolutionary biologist Robert Wayne suggests humans domesticated
dogs as long ago as 40,000 years.)

Because of this connection, we have been breeding dogs to meet our work
and leisure needs for several millennia. Collies and Kelpies to herd our sheep,
Huskies to pull our sleds, Afghan Hounds and Basenjis to help us hunt. And
humans are obviously a large part of the reason dogs are so diverse today.
Another part is natural selection. For example, dogs tend to grow larger in
northern climes to cope with the cold. But that still leaves unanswered the
question of how it’s possible. Why, of all creatures, do dogs have plastic DNA,
the kind that allows for the deliberate cultivation of digging skills, longer
noses, or skin folds that capture smell molecules? And how is it possible to
make these changes so quickly? In just a few generations, we have created
dogs that are wildly divergent in type and ability.

Nobody has the answer yet. Some favor the idea of an accident of evolution:
Elephants have trunks, dogs have malleable DNA. Another theory is that it’s
a survival skill, developed in the course of the time dogs have been in contact
with humans. Look at the evidence. There are an estimated 900 million dogs
in the world today. Compare this with the estimated 200,000 wolves left in
the wild and it’s hard to deny that dogs as a subspecies possess a genius for
survival.

(continued from page 1)
more details.

Our classes are starting back up, after a short holiday break, with AKC STAR Puppy
on Saturday January 11th at 11am. For more information on our class schedule,
please call 575-388-4101 or see our website
www.misamigospetcare.com/services/dog-training.php




DOGS IN ACTION

Guide Dogs

Probably the best known assistance dog is the
guide dog. We’ve all seen a Lab (or Golden
Retriever or German Shepherd) wearing

the special harness while carefully guiding
their blind owner across the street or down
the sidewalk. Here are three interesting facts
about guide dogs you might not know:

1. A guide dog can’t read traffic signals. He
takes directional cues from his owner, who
judges traffic by sounds. However, if it’s not
safe to go when the owner says “forward,”
the guide dog has been taught what’s called
intelligent disobedience and won’t proceed
until no cars are close or the path is clear of obstacles.

2. You may know not to pet a working guide dog, but do you know why?
Your well-meant cuddle isn’t a simple distraction, it’s the equivalent of taking
the wheel from someone who's driving. One of the biggest challenges guide
dog owners face is public interference. So no matter how adorable that pooch
is, resist the urge to touch.

3. Guide dogs are carefully matched with their new owners. In addition

to personality, lifestyle, and living arrangement considerations, the pair is
matched down to how fast they walk and how much pull the person prefers
from a dog.

HEALTHY DOG

Bad Breath In Dogs

Bad breath is a common but highly treatable problem in dogs. The smell, caused
by bacteria in your dog’s mouth, stomach, or lungs, most often signals a dental
or gastric issue. Sudden or unusually foul breath, however, can indicate serious
illness. In all cases, a visit to the vet is important. Don’t assume that unpleasant
“dog breath” is normal and something you have to live with. Think of your
dog’s oral hygiene as you would your own: An integral part of daily well-being
and long-term health. Some prevention tips:

1. Feed your dog high-quality food. 2. Brush your dog's teeth regularly. Every
day is ideal; twice a week is a minimum. 3. Give your dog hard chew toys.
Chewing is nature’s teeth-cleaning tool for dogs. 4. Use breath-improvement
products. Good ones exist, but do your research so you don’t buy something
that’s essentially a biscuit and nothing more.

DOG IN THE
SPOTLIGHT




OUR SERVICES

Dog Boarding - Designed with your dog’s comfort in mind, they’ll enjoy
spacious, climate controlled, private rooms with their own doggy door to
the outdoors, as well as quality meals and treats, several exercise breaks in
our large yards, and companionship all day - human and canine! Daycare,
play time, nature walks, hugs-n-cuddles, and training are also available.

Cat Boarding - Each guest enjoys a 3 room condo with comfortable
bedding, two yummy meals per day, fresh water, turnout time in the
cattery and entertainment from live birds through their large window!

Daycare - While you work, run errands, or want your dog to have a day of
fun in the sun (or shade)! Available Mon - Fri 8:00 am - 5:30 pm, and Sat
10:00 am - 2:00 pm. We offer Full day, Half Day and Hourly.

Grooming - Our professionally trained groomers are available Tuesday
through Saturday. Services include: Luxury bath, blow dry and brush,
trimming, styling, and nail trims.

Retail — Training solutions, canine attire, quality natural foods and treats,
sturdy toys, grooming supplies - we have it all! Canidae, Kong, West Paw,
Animal Wrappers, Ruffwear, and Mes Amis are some brands we carry.

Training - Good Manners, Agility, AKC Rally, Puppy Start Right, AKC
Canine Good Citizen, AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy, Reactive Dog, and Sports Dog
Foundation are some of the classes we offer. We also offer Private Classes.
Sign in to your account to view scheduled classes, or call to express your
interest, and we'll call you when we schedule the class you're looking for!

Mis Amigos Pet Care Center — Always The Best for Your Pets!

TIPS & TOOLS

Cleaning Doggie Stains &
Odors

Carpets and upholstery. Soak up as
much of the mess as you can. Rinse
the area with plenty of cool water,
then soak up the water. Repeat as
needed until the accident spot is
clean and barely damp. Finally apply
a high-quality pet odor neutralizer.
Avoid steam cleaners—the heat

can make stains and smells set
permanently.

Clothes and linens. Machine wash
either with an enzymatic cleaner or
by adding a pound of baking soda to
your regular detergent. If possible,
air-dry the items. Again, heat can
make remaining animal protein bond
to the material.

Floors and walls. Washable enamel
paints and some types of wallpaper
can be cleaned with enzymatic
cleaners, but generally, if varnish

or paint is damaged, you'll have

to refinish the surface. Consult
with your local hardware store for
options.
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to be caused by the information in this newsletter.

Information and advice provided in this newsletter is general in nature and should not be relied upon to solve any particular situation. For all issues with your dog,
please seek the services of a competent professional. The author and publisher shall have neither liability nor responsibility for any loss or damage caused or alleged
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